a bad bet by Italian funding agencies over the past couple of decades. The situation is made worse by anti-corruption rules introduced last year by the government. These further complicate the already cumbersome administration procedures of public institutions. It can take weeks or even months to acquire a chemical reagent or a piece of equipment.
To boost their research credentials and improve their career opportunities, Italian biologists are therefore abandoning mechanistic bench research in favour of in silico investigations. These generate data rapidly and do not require expensive laboratory equipment or compliance with a tangle of safety regulations.
We need to reverse the situation so that future Italian governments want to invest in basic research. Although it is encouraging that the former Italian government earmarked a generous sum of €391 million (US$456 million) for its 2017 3-year Research Projects of Relevant National Interest, this is currently a one-off investment that could be discontinued by future governments.
Expanding researchevaluation criteria from citation counting would help -for example, by including the intellectual property of a scientific work, its actual impact within a specific scientific community and the novelty of experimental approaches that maximize meaningful output. There is no quick fix to the problems arising from the misapplication of impact factors in evaluating researchers. Assessing research across disciplines and geography is complex, and DORA has been careful to call out the need to address that complexity. Settling for the least-bad option is not the answer.
We agree with Tregoning's suggestions for diversifying measures of academic success. Examples include data and methods sharing, teaching, collegiality and public engagement. These are in line with initiatives that are under way. Universal agreement on best practices has yet to emerge, but progress is being made.
We appreciate the stresses of shaping a career in a highly competitive system, especially when the rules of the game are changing. But that change is necessary and will take time. DORA is committed to speeding things along so that we can provide the clarity Tregoning calls for. See also page 23 I was accused of animal maltreatment on an Italian national television programme, on the basis of images that had been taken illegally by an undercover activist. An animal-welfare organization brought charges against me to a tribunal in Rome, claiming that I had violated Italy's animalprotection law.
My university press office meticulously investigated all of my lab's papers and protocols with the university's official veterinary surgeon and wrote to the director of the TV programme, emphasizing that all procedures in the lab had conformed with the law. The press office also relayed a letter from me to all senior academic staff that set out my version of events.
Thanks to this support, I received an unexpectedly positive international response. 
